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Project Team

• Analysis and Reporting
The University of Nottingham (Professor Roy Haines-

Young), with University of Sheffield, (Professor Carys
Swanwick), Julie Martin Associates, Alison Farmer 
Associates & Terra Consult

• Communications & Consultation
Countryscape



Aim 

• Countryside Quality Counts (CQC) aims to 
provide evidence about the ways the character 
of the English landscape is changing.

• To provide an
Indicator of change



Origins

• The brief:
• Where is change in the landscape occurring?
• Do these changes matter?

“…..we want to see landscapes that continue to evolve, in ways 
that strengthen their character and value…. But the variety of the 
things that we value in the countryside means that we do not yet
have an agreed way of measuring whether, overall, the quality of
the countryside is being maintained” (Rural White Paper, 2000).

“….a measure of change in countryside quality, including 
issues such as biodiversity, tranquillity, heritage and landscape 

character” (Rural White Paper, 2000).



Relevance

•The first international agreement specifically 
addressing landscape issues

• It formally recognizes the importance of all
landscapes

•We need to monitor how landscapes are 
changing in order to test compliance with the 
requirements of the Convention

• The UK’s commitments under the 
European Landscape Convention



CQC – The Challenges

• Where is change in the landscape 
occurring?
• Agree what characteristics need to be analysed
• Assemble data resources 
• Agree time frame

• Do these changes matter?
• Identify the criteria that can be used to assess 

significance of change
• Make and test judgements about the significance of 

change



Geographical Framework

• The geographical framework used for CQC
The Joint Character 
Areas of England

• 156 distinct areas

•Combines physical 
and cultural 
landscape features

• Each has area 
represents set of 
unique combinations 
of landscape features



Joint Character Areas



Landscape Themes

• Woodlands and trees
• Boundary features
• Agriculture 
• Settlement and 

development patterns
• Semi-natural features
• Historic features
• River and coastal



Landscape Themes - Example

• Woodland and tress



Data Sources – Woodland and trees

• National Inventory of Woodlands and Trees
• Ancient Woodland Inventory
• Woodland Grant Scheme Data
• Habitat Inventory Data 
• Forestry Commission: Felling licenses
• Forestry Commission: Legal ownership



Data Types - Spatial



Data Types - Tabular



Contextual Information JCA Profiles
Structure

• Character description of the area
• Landscape ‘visions’- threats and 

opportunities
• Information organised via landscape themes
• Assembled from several information 

sources and updated via consultation with 
landscape community

• Stored in database for analysis and 
reporting purposes



Character Area Profiles : 
information sources

• Original character area descriptions, 
created in the mid 1990s and published in 
the late 1990s

• Guidance notes developed by Defra for 
Environmental Stewardship (ES) targeting

• Unpublished Countryside Agency material 
used to inform Defra’s ES targeting notes

• English Heritage documentation Historic 
JCA Profiles, created for the CQC project



Threats and Opportunities

• How the landscape has changed in the 
recent past (often take the form of  
‘problems’ that need to be addressed)

• Management suggestions for future 
landscape ‘enhancement's’, usually in 
expressed terms of existing character



The CQC Method

Consultation

Validation via 
Consultation



CQC Assessment Matrix

By Landscape Theme

Overall JCA Assessment



The Assessment Matrix



Applying the Assessment Matrix –
Landscape Theme

In the case of woodland and tress:



Applying the Assessment Matrix



Applying the Assessment Matrix –
Overall JCA assessment



Case Study - Trent Valley Washlands
JCA 69



Consultation

• Capturing local knowledge and values
• Internet-based 
consultation processes
• Targeted group; 
landscape professionals
• Requirement for 
documented evidence 
to support judgement



Validating the Results 

Consultation

Validation via 
Consultation

The consultees agreed with the 
assessment made by the Project 
Team about the magnitude and 
direction of change in roughly 
88% of cases.



The Results, 1999-2003

The assessment of the magnitude of change 
showed that 71% of our landscapes were stable 
between 1999 and 2003, while 29% were 
changing in relation to the key elements that 
shape their character.

The assessment of the direction of change 
showed that for about 62% of our landscapes 
change was consistent with character between 
1999-2003, while for the remaining 38% 
change was inconsistent



The Results 1999-2003



Longer Term Perspectives

The first CQC assessment 
covered the period 1990-1998

• About 36% (56) of JCAs were stable or 
showed changes that were consistent 
with either maintaining or strengthening 
their character

• In about 64% (100) were diverging, in 
the sense that they showed marked 
patterns of change that were 
transforming or eroding the elements 
that made them distinctive

• About 36% (56) of JCAs were stable or 
showed changes that were consistent 
with either maintaining or strengthening 
their character

• In about 64% (100) were diverging, in 
the sense that they showed marked 
patterns of change that were 
transforming or eroding the elements 
that made them distinctive



Longer Term Perspectives

During the period 1990 – 2003 the number of JCAs with patterns 
of change that either maintain or enhance character has 
increased from 36% to about 61%, while the number with signs 
of neglect or loss of character appear to have decreased.

During the period 1990 – 2003 the number of JCAs with patterns 
of change that either maintain or enhance character has 
increased from 36% to about 61%, while the number with signs 
of neglect or loss of character appear to have decreased.



Policy Support Tools and Future 
Development

• CQC can contribute in a 
number of policy areas:

• Ecosystem approaches to 
natural resource management

• Monitoring changes in our 
protected landscapes

• The Targeting and Monitoring 
Environmental Stewardship 
payments under CAP Pillar 2

• Helping to understand the 
impact of climate change on the 
character of the English 
landscape

“….the linkage between people 
and their environment needs to 
be more clearly identified, so 
that future social, economic and 
environmental goals become 
more closely aligned.”



Perspectives

• CQC has demonstrated that;
• If something can be described it 

can be monitored
• Through consultation agreement 

can be reached on the 
significance of change

• Because landscape character 
cannot be determined by 
absolute vale, measurement 
can only occur through a 
process of social negotiation.

• By having an indicator of 
landscape change, landscape 
character can now be 
accounted for by Government



www.cqc.org.uk/
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